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FOREIGN MINISTER GRUBER IN PARIS. Dr. Karl Gruber, 
Austria’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, was in Paris from 
November 19 to 22, 1951 and took the occasion to hold 
talks with the Foreign Ministers of France, Great Britain, 
the Soviet Union and the United States. Dr. Gruber also 
saw U.N. Secretary-General Trygve Lie and paid a cour- 
tesy visit to Chancellor Adenauer of Western Germany, 
who was also in Paris at the time. The Austrian Foreign 
Minister also had the opportunity of speaking to various 
leading political personalities of the Great Powers now: 
in Paris for the United Nations Assembly, among them 
Ambassador Harriman. Dr. Gruber’s conversations center- 
ed around the Austrian Government’s initiative for recal- 
ling into session the Big Four deputy foreign ministers 
charged with drawing up the State Treaty. On November 
22 Dr. Karl Gruber had lunch with British Foreign Secre- 
tary Anthony Eden before returning to Vienna. 

At the same time, Austria’s Consul General in New 
York, Dr. Franz Matsch, who has been attending the meet- 
ings of the United Nations in Lake Success as Austrian 
observer, also arrived in Paris where he is likewise at- 


ceneias the meetings of the world body in the same capa- 
city. 


RECEPTION OF AMERICAN CONGRESSIONAL DELEGA- 
TION IN VIENNA. On November 15, 1951, the Austrian 
Government held a reception in honor of a group of thir- 
teen members of the United States Congress who had ac- 
cepted its invitationto visit Austria. The delegation spent 
three days in Vienna. Its composition and program were 
reported in the last issue of the AUSTRIAN INFORMA- 
TION bulletin (Vol. IV, No. 19 of November 17, 1951). 
During the reception Senator Theodore Francis Green of 
Rhode Island thanked the Austrian Government for its 
hospitality on behalf of the delegation and said: ‘‘All of 
us esteem the renown Austria and her capital city have 
earned throughout the entire world. The scenic beauty of 
the landscape, the proud past which is reflected in the 
wonderful edifices of this land, and the achievements of 
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Austrians in the fields of literature, music, art and all 
branches of science have all contributed to Austria’s 
special position in the community of freedom-loving 
peoples. But these accomplishments are by far not the 
only ones. Since 1945 Austria has made another, vital con- 
tribution to the establishment of a free world. Under the 
most difficult of conditions and under the direct threat 
of Soviet danger, the people of Austria and their Govern- 
ment have been carrying on an unceasing fight for the 
freedom of their country and for the maintenance of their 
democratic institutions. The entire world has watched you 
and has seen how courageously you have resisted the dic- 
tatorial violence of this power which imposes itself on 
your daily lives, which wants to drain and destroy your 
economy and which would like to deny you the State 
Treaty, to which Austria has for so long already been 
entitled. Many people in foreign and far-away lands have 
derived renewed courage from your bravery. I should like 
to tell you that you have lived up to the trust placed in 
you and I can assure you that the free world, of which 
Austria is so much a part, will continue to bestow its 
confidence upon you.”’ 

On November 23, 1951, three members of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee of the U.S. House of Representatives 
- Congressmen Zablosky, Dem. of Wisconsin; Merrow, 
Rep. of New Hampshire; and Kelly, Dem. of New York - 
arrived for a few days’ visit in vienna. Foreign Minister 
Karl Gruber gave a reception in their honor, during which 
an extensive exchange of views took place. 


WESTERN POWERS STATE THAT AIMS OF OCCUPA- 
TION HAVE BEEN FULLY ACHIEVED. In the course of 
a new debate in the Allied Council on November 30, 1951, 
in connection withthe alleged remilitarization of the West- 
ern Zones of Austria, Deputy U.S. High Commissioner 
Dowling submitted a resolution which, among others, made 
the following points: ‘‘The stipulations of the Control 
Agreement in Austria have been fully and completely ful- 
filled. According to the Control Agreement, the direction 
and development of Austrian economy, industry, foreign 
trade and means of communications lies solely within the 
jurisdiction of the Austrian Government. The Allied Coun- 
cil regards any further direction or supervision as super- 
fluous. In order to remove all existing obstacles to a nor- 
malization and smooth functioning of Austria’s economy, 
all the enterprises which are controlled by the occupation 
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powers and are involved in the production or distribution 
of consumer or export goods must adhere to Austrian laws. 
The Allied Council acknowledges that the Austrian Gov- 
ernment is responsible for the maintenance of public order 
and security. In view of the successful execution of the 
Control Agreement and in consideration of the fact that 
the aims of the occupation have been fully achieved, the 
Allied Council agrees that the High Commissioners recom- 
mend to their Governments that the State Treaty be con- 
cluded without delay.’’ No agreement was reached on this 
resolution in view of the opposition on the part of the 
Soviet representative on the Council. 


OCCUPATION POWERS ACCUSED OF INTERFERING 
WITH AUSTRIAN INTERNAL AFFAIRS. In mid-November 
a special debate was held in the Austrian Parliament on 
the section of the Federal Budget pertaining to the ‘‘Ad- 
ministration of Justice.’’ In this connection the parlia- 
mentary rapporteur declared: ‘‘Since 1946 there have 
been 592 interferences with Austria’s administration of 
justice on the part of the various occupation powers: the 
Russians interfered in 584 cases, the Americans in 5, the 
British in 2 and the French in 1. According to instruc- 
tions issued by the Russian occupation authorities, no 
court decisions with regard to claims against | USIA 
(Russian-controlled) enterprises can be executed. Both 
judges and attorneys are called to military headquarters 
andthreatened with arrest if they should dare to oppose the 
wishes of the occupation power, Courts are simply ordered 
by the occupation power to turn over their court records.’’ 

In the debate on the section of the budget pertaining 
to the Ministry of the Interior, Minister of the Interior 
Oscar Helmer declared: ‘‘We do not want an inflated 
security apparatus in Austria. But we do want the execu- 
tive branch of our Government to be potent. There are peo- 
ple who would like nothing better than to see this Repub- 
lic defenseless and incapable of protecting itself in any 
way against anattackon its national existence. We have 
naturally also attached importance to the fact that the 
gendarmerie and police units familiarize themselves with 
modern weapons, although we have not beensuccessful 
in having them uniformly armed, because the Allies are 
opposed to this. As compared to the 46 cases of murder 
and assassination recorded between January and August 
1950, the number of such cases this year has alreadyin- 
creased to 89. The occupation powers are repeatedly 
interfering with Austrian internal affairs. There have been 
numerous sequestration orders and distribution bans 
against newspapers, periodicals, books and brochures on 
the part of district commanders. Orders are issued that 
lists be compiled of the current party affiliationsof public 
officials and private individuals. Between 1950 and 1951 
one hundred and forty-seven persons, including 110 Austrians 
have been arrested on as yet unspecified grounds. Eighty- 
three of these have meanwhile been released. Between 
1945 and 1950, ninety-two cases of unmotivated arrests 
have come to our attention.’’ 

During the debate on schools, Minister of Education 
Felix Hurdes made the following statement: ‘‘Unfortunate- 


ly, there has been interference on the part of the occupa- 
tion powers with regard to school texts. The Allied Edu- 
cation Directorate has confirmed in writing that books 
against which no objection is raised on the part of the 
Allies within 31 days shall be deemed to be approved. 

This notwithstanding, objections continue to be raised 
after their publication. In the field of education, we cannot 
tolerate any inadmissible meddling on the part of the 
Allies. This applies especially to any attempts on their 
part to invade our schools with propaganda material. I 
intend to direct an appeal to the Allied Council that it en- 
join its members from exerting any unjustified influence 
on our schools. Today there are still schools under re- 
quisition in the French zone. I appeal to all the Allies 
to release all school buildings, since these are urgently 
needed for educational purposes. 


AUSTRIAN COUNCIL OF MINISTERS TO PROTEST 
MAIL CENSORSHIP. At the end of November 1951 the 
Austrian Council of Ministers decided to lodge a formal 
protest against mail censorship. The text of the protest 
reads as follows: 

‘*1. The designation of the agency as ‘Austrian 
Censorship Agency’ is misleading since its functions are 
beyond the scope of any influence on the part of the Aus- 
trian authorities and since its operations are conducted 
solely in accordance with instructions from the Allied 
Council. The Council of Ministers will request the Allied 
Council to remove the designation ‘Austrian Censorship 
Agency’ as unbearable for the Federal Government and to 
have the new designation reflect that fact that this in- 
stitution is an Allied agency. 

**2. It is decided to dismiss all the 863 employees 
under contract with the Censorship Agency, such deci- 


sion being in accord with the measures approved by 
Parliament.’’ 


AUSTRIAN OCCUPATION COSTS INCREASED BY 33 
MILLION. Early in December the Allied Council for 
Austria informed Chancellor Leopold Figl in a formal communi- 
cation of its decision to increase the overall assessment 
for the 1951 occupation costs by 7.8%, in view of the 
consequences of the last wage-and-price agreement. With 
the exception of the United States, which, as is known, 
has for more than four years been paying the cost of occu- 
pation itself, the payment of occupation costs to the other 
powers will increase Austria’s 1952 budget estimate from 
140 to 151 million schillings for each power, or a total 
increase of 33 million for all three. 


AUSTRIA PROPOSED FOR ADMISSION TO COUNCIL OF 
EUROPE. At the end of November 1951 Belgian delegate 
Struye, as well as a number of other members of the Euro- 
pean Assembly meeting in Strasbourg, submitted a resolu- 
tion requesting the Committee of Ministers to avail itself 
of the first opportunity to invite Austria to join the Council 
of Europe, inasmuch as the people of Austria were aninte-- 
gral part of Europe. The draft resolution emphasized that 

the Austrian people have made a sizeable contribution 
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to the flourishing of Western culture and to the progress 
and civilization of the West. The liberation of Austria and 
the restoration ofthe Austrian people’s complete sovereign- 
ty were some of the first aims the Allies had unanimously 
agreed upon during the Second World War. Several Austrian 
observers are presently participating in the deliberations 
of the consultative assembly. 


AUSTRIAN OBSERVERS ATTEND COUNCIL OF EUROPE 
MEETING. President Kunschak of the Austrian National- 
rat told the main committee of this legislative body at 
the end of November that a communication had been re- 
ceived from Paul Henri Spaak, President of the Consulta- 
tive Assembly of the Council of Europe, which invited the 
Austrian Parliament to send observers to the current meet- 
ing of the European Assembly which opened in Strasbourg 
on November 26, 1951. The representatives of the Aus- 
trian Parliament who were selected to attend the meeting 
are Deputy Ludwig (People’s Party) and Deputy Pitter- 
mann (Socialist). 


CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PRESIDENT RAAB AND UN- 
DERSECRETARY GRAF VISIT DE GASPERI. On Novem- 
ber 26, 1951, Ing. Julius Raab, President of the Austrian 
Federal Chamber of Commerce, and Ferdinand Graf, Under- 
secretary of State in the Austrian Ministry of the Interior, 
left Vienna for a brief visit to Rome, where they were re- 
ceived by Premier De Gasperi. In the course of a long 
conversation with his Austrian guests, Signor De Gasperi 
thanked the Austrian Federal Government and the Austrian 
people for their prompt and effective aid to the victims of 
the recent flood catastrophe in Northern Italy. Austria’s 
contribution, he said, could hardly be sufficiently praised. 
President Raab declared that his visit was intended to in- 
tensify the relations between the Italian “Democrazia 
Cristiana’’ and the Austrian People’s Party. Before their 
return to Vienna the Austrian officials were received in 
audience by Pope Pius XII at his residence in Castel 
Gandolfo. 


INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF CHRISTIAN LABOR 
UNIONS MEETS IN VIENNA, At the end of November 1951 
a special-ceremony was held at the Sofiensaele in Vienna 
on the occasion of the Vienna Conference of the Interna- 
tional Federation of Christian Trade Unions. The event 
was attended by Leopold Kunschak, President of the 
Austrian Chamber of Deputies, Dr. Felix Hurdes, Austrian 
Minister of Education, and Cardinal Innitzer. Gaston 
Tessier, the President of the Federation, declared that 
the world labor body had been happy to accept the invita- 
tion to hold its conference in Vienna in appreciation of 
Austria’s great achievements and in sympathy for the 
Austrian people. Vice President Dr. Altenburger greeted 
the delegates on behalf of Austria’s Christian trade 
unionists. On November 23, 1951, Chancellor Figl received 
the delegates at the Federal Chancellery. 


PLAN TO VISIT 
THE AUSTRIAN EXHIBIT 


INTERNATIONAL TRADE FAIR 
Chicago, March 22 - April 6, 1952 


SOCIALIST PARTY CONVENTION ATTENDED BY 500 
DELEGATES. On November 8, 1951, the Austrian Soci- 
alist Party Convention opened in Vienna under the slogan 
‘‘For Liberty and a Planned Economy’’. It was attended 
by 500 Austrian delegates as well as numerous foreign 
guests and one representative from the Socialist Internati- 
onal. Party Chairman Dr. Adolf Schaerf, who is alsothe 
country’s Vice Chancellor, made the following commentson. 
Austria’s economic position: ‘‘No one can deny that the 
standard of living of all is considerably better today than 
it was in 1945 and 1946. In the period between the two 
world wars, Austria had anywhere from 400,000 to 600,000 
unemployed out of a total labor force of 1,200,000. Today 
with a labor force of over 2,000,000, the number of unem- 
ployed amounts to only 3%.’’ Speaking on the principle of 
the coalition government in political matters, Dr. Schaerf 
said: ‘‘Our collaboration with the People’s Party is not 
only due to considerations of domestic policy, but also to 
the factors inherent in the international political situa- 
tion.’’ On the subject of the State Treaty, :Austria’s Vice 
Chancellor stated: ‘‘The Socialist Party has not tired of 
drawing the world’s attention to the injustices being per- 
petrated against Austria: the fact that she has not yet 
been granted her State Treaty, that foreign troops are 
still on Austrian soil, that Austrian postal and telegra- 
phic communications are still being censored, and that 
both her legislative and executive processes are still not 
free. Recognition of Austria as an independent and sovereign 
state must finally be forthcoming. ‘‘ In its closing session, 
the Convention adopted a resolution which states: ‘‘The 
primary goal of our economic policy will be the insistence 
that all those who work receive a fair share of the pro- 
ceeds from our economy. There must be a fair equaliza- 
tion of the burdens which the war and postwar events have 
brought in their wake. To that end, we must adopt a sen- 
sible economic, tax and investment policy which will in- 
crease productivity in industry and trade, in mining and 
agriculture, and which will assure full employment beyond 
the time when foreign aid will no longer be available in 
sufficient volume. The Socialist Party will continue to in- 
sist upon futher expansion of social welfare legislation 
and its culmination in the concentration of the numerous 
legal provisions into a uniform code of social welfare.‘‘ 
Vice Chancellor Schaerf and, as his deputies, Minister of 
the Interior Helmer, Mayor Jonas of Vienna and Parlia- 
mentary Deputy Gabriele Proft, were re-elected to the 
Executive Committee of the Party. At the end of the Party 
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Convention it was announced that the Socialist Party of 
Austria now has a total membership of about 600,000. 


NATIONALRAT PRESIDENT KUNSCHAK CELEBRATES 
80TH BIRTHDAY. On November 11, 1951, Leopold 
Kunschak, the President of the Austrian Nationalrat (Lower 
Chamber of Parliament), celebrated his 80th birthday. 
A special reception was held for the occasion on Novem- 
ber 8 at the Club of the People’s Party National and Pro- 
vincial Deputies, which was attended by members of the 
Federal Govemment, the National Party Executive, 
People’s Party governors and former ministers. Party 
Chairman Raab and Chancellor Figl delivered congratula- 
tory addresses and unveiled a portrait of Kunschak. The 
venerable President of the Nationalrat thanked his col- 
leagues and friends in moving words. Leopold Kunschak 
is a veteran of the Austrian political scene. He was one 
of the leaders of the Christian labor movement and, at 
one time or another, held the position of municipal coun- 
cillor, provincial deputy, member of the Nationalrat and 
Minister of State, prior to his present position as presid- 
ing officer of the Austrian Chamber of Deputies. Repre- 
sentatives of all political parties and citizens in all 
walks of life sent the veteran political leader numerous 
messages of congratulation. 


AUSTRIAN PARTICIPATION IN KOREAN RELIEF 
PROGRAM DEBATED. As reported in the AUSTRIAN 
INFORMATION bulletin of November 17, 1951, (Vol. IV, 
No. 19), the Austrian Government has decided to partici- 
pate in the U.N. Relief Program for Korea by a contribu- 
tion of lumber with a value of $30,000 to $40,000. On 
November 16, 1951, the Soviet representative on the 
Allied Council demanded that the Austrian Government 
furnish the assurance that this wood would not be used 
for military purposes. The representatives of the Western 
Powers were unanimous in their view that such an as- 
surance was quite unnecessary inasmuch as the shipment 
came under the heading of ‘‘Reconstruction in Korea’’ and 
was in direct response to an appeal by a United Nations 
Committee. The purpose of the contribution, they said, 
was therefore to be regarded as humanitarian and not 
military. According to a Tass dispatch, Soviet High Com- 
missioner Sviridov declared: ‘‘The Austrian Government 
is sending construction materials to Korea, where the 
United States is conducting a war of aggression. This 
wood could, and probably will, be used for military pur- 
poses. The (Allied) Council should warn Austria against 
sending raw materials to a country where these can be 
used for military purposes.’’ 


380,626 REFUGEES STILL IN AUSTRIA TODAY. During 
the debate on the Federal Budget for the Ministry of the In- 
terior in the Austrian Parliament in mid-November it was 
stated that as of Sept. 1, 1951 Austria still had 320,503 
German-speaking and 60,123 foreign-speaking refugees. Of 
these 380,626 refugees, 61,959 live in camps and 318,667 at 
large. Thus, on September 1, 1951, there were about 


61,000 refugees in 94 camps. In the course of the debate, 
the Minister of the Interior declared that between the end 
of the war in May 1945 and August 1951, Austria had 
granted 173,577 naturalization certificates to some 350, 
000 family members. Included among these were some 
200,000ethnic Germans. In Vienna alone, 68,699 naturali- 
zation requests were approved. It was also announced 
that only 927 Austrian prisoners of war still remained 
in the Soviet Union and 10 in Yugoslavia. 


ANOTHER GROUP OF ETHNIC GERMANS LEAVES 
AUSTRIA. In mid-November of this year a group of 740 
ethnic Germans from all federal provinces left Austria by 
special train for Bremen. Of these, 520 are emigrating 
to the United States and 220 to Canada. 


AUSTRIA’S BALANCE OF PAYMENTS. During the de- 
bate held at the end of November in the Finance and Bud- 
get Committee of the Austrian Parliament, Minister of 
Trade Kolb made the following statement: ‘‘According to 
the estimates of the Austrian Central ERP Agency, we 
must be prepared for a deficit in the country’s balance of 
payments of between 160 and 190 million dollars during 
the 1951-52 economic year. All allocations of direct and 
indirect foreign aid will amount to only 100 to 120 million 
dollars. The uncovered deficit in the balance of payments 
will therefore come to some 40 to 90 million dollars. More- 
over, the counterpart fynds made available will be one 
half billion schillings less than the current year’s releas- 
es. There is, therefore, the danger that a decrease in food 
imports will upset the nation’s food supply, that a cur- 
tailment of coal and raw material imports will lead to pro- 
duction cutbacks in industry, and that the volume of in- 
investments will be restricted to such an extent that the 
current investment program cannot bebroughtto completion. 
But I should also like to remind you that Austria’s balance 
of payments during the period from 1924 to 1937 (with the 
sole exception of the year 1932) was successfully equal- 
ized with a concomitantly satisfactory domestic supply 
situation, although there had also been a tremendous need 


for food imports until 1930, because it was only after that 
year that adequate and self-supporting quotas could be 
reached in our agricultural output, The enormous volume 
of imports needed during the period from 1924 to 1937 
was assured without any foreign aid because our volume 
of exports was much greater at the time. I am convinced 
that Austria’s exports must be increased from a value of 
750,000,000 to one billion schillings a month. Onfortuna- 
tely, the trend of the last few months does not appear to 
point to such a positive development in this field. The 
greatest drop has occured in the percentage of finished 
goods in the country’s total exports. We can achieve an 
increase in exports by simplifying and clarifying the vari- 
ous channels of administrative authority in the field of 
foreign trade. A number of commodities would have to be 
stricken from the current list of export restrictions. Firms 
with constant and regular export orders on a large scale 
should be granted global authorizations, etc.’’ 
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COMMODITY EXCHANGE TALKS CONCLUDED BE- 
TWEEN AUSTRIA AND HOLLAND. The meetings of the 
Austrian and Netherlands mixed economic commission, 
which were held from November 6 to 9 of this year, ter- 
minated in the signing of a protocol. Both parties have 
agreed to take all necessary measures to intensify trade 
between the two countries and to facilitate a mutually 
satisfactory use of present commodity quotas until their 
date of expiration on February 4, 1952. 


AUSTRIAN TRADE DELEGATION IN PRAGUE. In mid- 
November of this year an Austrian trade delegation, 
headed by Legation Councillor Peinsipp, left for Prague 
to begin the scheduled trade negotiations between Austria 
and Czechoslovakia. The talks are not expected to get 
bogged down in any particular problems inasmuch as the 
difficulties which had arisen in connection with Czech 
coal deliveries were recently ironed out by a mixed com- 
mission after protracted negotiations. 


BREAD GRAIN DELIVERIES INCREASE BY 10.4%. 
Between July 1, 1951, and October 31, 1951, the total 
amount of bread grain delivered by Austria’s farmers 
amounted to 136,829 tons, as compared to 124;050 tons 
for the same period last year — an increase of 10.4%. 
During this four-month period wheat deliveries totalled 
84,781 (as compared to 75,370 tons in 1950) and rye 
deliveries 52,048 tons (as compared to 48,680 tons in 
1950). 

AUSTRIA COMPLETES GIANT TRANSFORMER. The 
largest transformer ever built in Austria was recently 
completed by the ELIN Works in Weiz and shipped to 
Vienna. The 100-MVA unit has a total weight of about 
170 tons. A sixteen-axle railroad car was necessary to 
move the giant unit to the Bisamberg transformer sub- 
station. The new transformer will shortly be hooked into 
the 220-KV transmission line from Kaprun-Ernsthofen, a 
move which will improve the electricity supply of Vienna. 


FREIGHT SHIPMENTS ON THE DANUBE CONTINUE 
TO INCREASE. The Austrian Federal Ministry of Trans- 
portation and Nationalized Industries recently published 
figures which reflect a constant increase in the volume of 
freight shipments on the Danube since the end of the war. 
Whereas in 1950 total shipments, both upstream and down- 
Stream, amounted to some 1,200,000 tons as handled at 
the port of Linz, the downstream freight alone during the 
first three quarters of 1951 already totalled some 1,000,000 
tons. To this latter figure should be added another 150, 
000 tons represented by the upstream cargo. The volume 
which will be handled during the last quarter of the year 
is expected to be proportionally the same, so that total 
shipments on the Danube for the entire year of 1951 are 
estimated to reach about 1,500,000 tons. Upstream and 
downstream shipments are being effected by the Danube 
Steamship Company, the Cosmos Shipping Company and 
the Bayrischer Lloyd. The DanubeSteamship Company 


(nationalized) alone accounts for almost 170% of the total 
tonnage. 


250 NEW SCHOOL BUILDINGS ERECTED IN AUSTRIA 
SINCE 1945. Since 1945 two hundred and fifty new school 
buildings have been erected in Austria, with a resulting 
decrease in the average number of pupils per classroom 
from 44 to 37. The number of elementary schools with a 
single class decreased from 1037 to 803 (from 25 to 18%) 
and those with two classes from 1042 to 933 (from 25 to 
21%). In all, 350 schools with about 70,000 pupils could 
thus be reorganized along less crowded und more depart- 
mentalized lines. Between 1945 and 1950 it has been 
possible to re-equip 236 elementary schools, 92 junior 
high schools and 15 special schools, and to repair 2306 
classrooms. The number of kindergartens was also con- 
siderably increased. In 1949 there were 1054 kindergartens 
with a total of 60,387 children. 


UNIVERSITY ATTENDANCE DECLINES IN AUSTRIA. 
Since 1948 there has been a steady decline in the number 
of university registration in Austria. This decrease in 
attendance has amounted to some 30%. The sharpest 
decline was recorded in the number of students register 
ing in the country’s various medical schools. About 700 
medical students graduate every year, although the num- 
ber of physicians the country can absorb annually is only 
about 300. This represents an annual excess of 400. In 
the field of law, the number of students who graduate 
every year runs to about 600, which reflects an excess 
of 350. Among pharmacists, the number of graduates is 
150, an excess of 60. In the field of business administra- 
tion, the outlook is much more favorable for the 340 
students who graduate annually from Austria’s business 
schools, inasmuch as some 350 positions are available. 
Technicians in the fields of gas production and combus- 
tion engineering, chemists and construction engineers 
are also in demand. Tuition fees have not changed since 
1946. 


AUSTRO-AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION 
CELEBRATES 25th ANNIVERSARY. On November 9, 
1951, the Austro-American Institute of Education cele- 
brated its 25th anniversary in Vienna. A reception was 
held for the occasion, at which U.S. High Commissioner 
Walter J. Donnelly and Austrian Minister of Education 
Dr. Felix Hurdes delivered addresses. Commissioner 
Donnelly said: ‘‘Let us remember the close cultural ties 
which bind our two countries and which represent the 
realization of the dream of a handful of Austrians and 
Americans who met together twenty-five years ago. It is 
indeed a privilege for me to have this opportunity of re- 
calling what this Institute has accomplished in the past 
and of pledging the collaboration of the United States in 
the continuation of its work.’’ Following the address by 
Commissioner Donnelly, Dr. Felix Hurdes, Austria’s 
Minister of Education, reviewed the achievements of the 
Institute, with particular mention of the student exchange 
program, the scholarship program and the program of inte- 
grating those scholarship holders who have returned from 
America into regular discussion groups. 
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PROFESSOR HANS SPERL CELEBRATES 90TH BIRTH- 
DAY. Professor Hans Sperl, internationally famous 
authority on jurisprudence, celebrated his 90th birthday on 
November 13. Dr. Sperl, who already occupied the Chair 
of Civil Law at the University of Graz in 1899, was called 
to Vienna in 1900 where he repeatedly filled the honorary 
positions of dean and rector until 1924. 


VIENNESE PHYSICIAN PERFECTS METHOD FOR 
DIAGNOSIS OF CRANIAL FOSSA CONDITIONS. Ata 
recent scientific meeting of the Society of Physicians, 
the Viennese physician Dr. Klausberger demonstrated a 
new method for diagnosing pathological conditions of the 
posterior cranial fossa, access to which for diagnostic 
purposes has heretofore been difficult. The new method 
consists in injecting a small quantity of radiologically 
opaque fluid in one of the two posterior cervical arteries. 
The X-ray picture taken but a few seconds after the in- 
jection will clearly reveal any changes of the vascular 
process, from which the physician can make appropriate 
deducations with regard to tumor formations or changes in 
the vascular system of the affected parts of the skull. He 
is thus in a position to determine the localization of the 
condition. The new method eliminates the necessity of 
resorting to surgery in order to make a proper diagnosis. 


PROFESSOR LOEW! DELIVERS LECTURE AT ‘‘AUS- 
TRIAN INSTITUTE’’. In mid-November Professor Otto 
Loewi, noted scientist and Nobel Prize Winner, opened 
this year’s series of activities at the Austrian Institute 
in New York with a lecture entitled: ‘‘From the Workshop 
of Discoveries.’’ The noted speaker was introduced by 
the Institute’s President, Mr. Frederic E. Taylor, at 
Holland House in Rockefeller Center. Professor Loewi, 
‘who is widely known and has been repeatedly honored for 
his discovery of protein synthesis and the chemical trans- 
mission of nerve impulses, said that ‘‘some discoveries 
are made by chance some by systematic research and 
some by intuition.’’ The appreciative audience was 
enthusiastic in its response to the scientist’s words, 
which were intended to enlist the aid of science in bring- 
ing about a closer understanding among the peoples of 
the world. 


STATISTICAL YEARBOOK OF AUSTRIAN CITIES PUB- 
LISHED. The Austrian Central Office of Statistics re- 
sumed the traditional publication of the Yearbook of 
Austrian Cities by issuing, in collaboration with the 
League of Austrian Cities, a ‘‘Statistical Yearbook of 
Austrian Cities — 1950’’. The yearbook contains the most 
important statistical data on the social and economic life 
of every single city with at least 10,000 inhabitants and 
of every incorporated municipality which has a charter of 
its own, regardless of the number of its inhabitants. The 
publication includes data on the following subjects: de- 


mographical facts about the community, information about 
its hospitals and social welfare organizations, about soil 
productivity and livestock, about electric and gas facili- 
ties, about public transportation, tourist establishments, 
municipal finances and personnel. 


26,000 SOCIETIES, CLUBS AND ASSOCIATIONS IN 
AUSTRIA TODAY. The number of Austrian clubs, socie- 
ties and associations has been increasing with unexpected 
speed since 1945 and today they total more than 26,000 
or almost as many as there were in 1938. Leading the list 
of organized groups are the sport and athletic clubs which 
are close to 4,600 in number. The second largest group, 
with 4,100 clubs, represents those devoted to gardening, 
community projects in settlements and animal breeding. 
The third group consists of the 4,000 savings clubs. 
These are followed by the cultural and music organiza- 
tions (3,700), the charity and welfare societies (2,300), 
the professional clubs (1,000), the social organizations 
(800), the parent-teacher associations (800), the political 
clubs (529), the religious societies (420) and Jewish 
organizations (55), the student groups (230), the faculty 
associations (110) and the associations of one-time con- 
centration camp immates and former political persecutees 
(66). There are an additional 2,600 organizations which 
cannot be included in any of the above groups. 





READERS ARE INVITED TO REPRINT OR QUOTE ANY 
MATERIAL FROM AUSTRIAN INFORMATION 





AUSTRIAN BOOK EXHIBITION OPENS IN SANTIAGO, 
CHILE. An Austrian book exhibition was opened in mid- 
November at the University of Santiago de Chile under 
the patronage of the Austrian Minister in Chile and the 
Rector of the University of Santiago. The exhibition was 
accessible to the public for two weeks and, in addition to 
some 2,000 items from all fields of Austrian book produc- 
tion, it also included facsimiles, reproductions and tourist 
posters. 


AUSTRIA WILL BUY EDUCATIONAL FILMS AND BOOKS. 
Austria has joined the Unesco Coupon Plan, bringing to 
twenty-five the number of countries using this currency of 
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization. Austria is participating solely in the book 
coupon scheme for the time being, and coupons to the 
value of $25,000 have been sent to that country to buy 
educational and scientific books. The coupon system 
was started by Unesco in 1948 to enable individuals and 
institutions in soft-currency countries to make such pur- 
chases in hard-currency areas and pay for them in their 
own money. 


* 
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NEW ACQUISITIONS BY THE “‘AUSTRIAN GALLERY”. 
The great Vienna collection known as the ‘‘Austrian Gal- 
lery’’, which lost its permanent home in the Belvedere 
Palace in Vienna as result of the war, will arrange a first 
post-war exhibition in the newly restored lower part of 
the Belvedere in the halls of the ‘‘Baroque Museum’’. 
Some 150 pictures and sculptures acquired by the Galiery 
between 1947 and 1951 will be on display. The majority 
of the new acquisitions date from the 19th and 20th cen- 
turies, most of them works by Austrian artists. Among 
them is one of the most important paintings by Ferdinand 
Waldmueller (1793 — 1865), as well as the sketches for 
Hans Markart’s (1840 — 1884) oil painting ‘‘Charles the 
Fifth’s Entry into Antwerp’’, and several works by Egon 
Schiele (1880 — 1918), including the oil painting, ‘‘The 
Family’’, the most outstandingoneofhis late period. Among 
the acquisitions of the Baroque Period are the sketches 
for the frescoes in the Brixen (Southern Tyrol) Dome by 
Paul Troger (1698 — 1762). The exhibition will further 
contain small sculptures from the 18th century, portrait 
sculptures from the 19th and some modern sculptures. 
The exhibition is scheduled to remain open to the public 
until January 31, 1952. 


SIXTH EXHIBITION OF HENRY KOERNER’S WORKS 
IN NEW YORK. From mid-November to early December of 
this year the sixth collective exhibition of works by Henry 
Koerner was held at the Midtown Galleries, 17 East 57th 
Street, New York, N.Y. The exhibition consisted of black- 
and-white and colored drawings. Likewise on display 
were Koemer’s original drawings for the illustrations of 
William Saroyan’s book ‘‘Tracy’s Tiger” just published by 
Doubleday & Co. Henry Koemer was twenty-four when he 
came to the United States from Vienna twelve years ago. 
He soon made a name for himself as a graphic artist and 
painter. For the past ten years he has repeatedly won 
prizes in national poster contests. 


AUSTRIAN SCULPTURES FOR AFRICA. A six-foot 
statue of St. Benedict as well as a marble sculpture of 
the Virgin by the Austrian sculptor Josef Thorak, both 
intended for an East African cathedral belonging to the 
order of St. Benedict, were recently shipped out to East 
Africa. Thorak was commissioned to make these two 
statues last summer. 


SALZBURG MARIONETTE THEATER COMING TO NEW 
YORK. TheSalzburg Marionette Theater, which is complet- 
ing a successful tour of the United States and Canada 
under the direction of its founder Herman Aicher, will 

complete its guest tour this year with a public performance 
in New York. The only public evening performance will be 
held in Town Hall on Friday, December 28, at 8:30 p.m. 
The program will consist of ‘‘Bastian and Bastienne,’’ 


‘*Eine Kleine Nachtmusik,’? ‘‘The Dying Swan,’’ and 
‘*Mozart’s Visit to the Empress.’’ On Saturday, December 
29, the famed group will present three children’s per- 
formances at 10:30 a.m., 1:40 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. 


PLAN TO VISIT 
THE AUSTRIAN EXHIBIT 


INTERNATIONAL TRADE FAIR 
Chicago, March 22 - April 6, 1952 
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FRENCH TRANSLATION OF HERMANN’ BROCH'S 
BOOKS. The French publishing firm of Gallimard in 


Paris, recently acquired the French rights to all the 
works of the late Hermann Broch, the great Austrian 
author who died in May 1950. First to appear in French 
are the three novels forming the trilogy ‘‘Die Schlaf- 
wandler’’ (The Sleep-walkers). Twice, in 1949 and 1950, 
the Austrian PEN-Club submitted Broch’s name for the 
Nobel Prize for Literature. 


URIEL BIRNBAUM COMMITTEE FORMED IN NEW YORK. 
An Uriel Birnbaum committee was recently formed in New 
York for the purpose of publishing in 12 volumes the 
writings of Uriel Birnbaum, the Austrian poet who has 
been living in the Netherlands since 1938. Several leading 
Austrian poets belong to the committee. In 1923 Birnbaum 
was awarded the ‘‘Bauernfeld Prize’’ of the City of Vienna. 


BRUCKNER STRING QUARTET DISCOVERED. The 
Koechert Quartet recently discovered a heretofore un- 
known string quartet in C minor by Anton Bruckner. 't is 
believed that the Austrian composer wrote the work to- 
word the end of July or in the early part of August of the 
year 1862, i.e. in his youthful period prior to the com- 
position of the First Symphony. Only a single copy of 
the quartet is known to exist. 


ERNST KRENEK LECTURES IN AUSTRIA. Early in 
November Ernst Krenek, the Austrian composer who has 
been living in the United States since 1938, gave a series 
of lectures on musical theory as a visiting professor at 
the Salzburg Mozarteum. 


SALZBURG MOZARTEUM ORCHESTRA TOURS ITALY. 

The orchestra of the Salzburg Mozarteum toured Italy in 

November, 1951, under the direction of Professor Bemhard 

Paumgartner. The tour was entirely dedicated to works of 

Mozart and started with four concerts given at the Scala in 

Milan between November 5 and 9. Further corcerts were 

given in Naples, Novarra, Padua, Ferrara, Brescia, Udine 

and Venice. It was also announced that the orchestra would - 
give a commemorative concert in honor of Verdi at the 
Casa Verdi in Milan. 


VIENNA SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA WILL TRAVEL 
ABROAD. The Vienna Symphony Orchestra is scheduled 
to leave Austria for Turkey, Greece and Egypt in February 
of 1952. Between February 10 and 25 it will give three 
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concerts in Istanbul, two in Ankara, two in Athens and 
one in Salonika, the latter under the Athenian conductor 
Economides. Nine concerts are to be given in Cairo and 
Alexandria between February 25 and March 6, 1952. On this 
tour the orchestra will presumably be conducted by Herbert 
Karajan. 


NEW AUSTRIAN OPERA. The first performance of the 
opera ‘‘Verena’’ by the Austrian composer Robert Kehldor- 
fer took place at the Klagenfurt (Carinthia) City-Theater 
on November 2, 1951. The libretto for this three-act opera 
was written by the composer himself. It tells a 17th cen- 
tury story about a duke who falls in love with a poor pea- 
sant girl, whom the duke’s chancellor sentences to be 
burned at the stake as a witch. The duke’s wife, however, 
exchanges her dress with that of the girl and is burned in 
her place. The new opera has been praised by the Vienna 
press as particularly rich in melodic texture. ‘‘Verena’’, 
which Keholderfer composed in 1936, was originally sche- 
duled for production at the Vienna Volksoper back in 1938, 
but was banned shortly before the appointed date by the 
German Propaganda Ministry. Robert Kehldorfer was bom 
in Vienna in 1901 and studied at the Vienna Academy of 
music. Heis director of the Carinthia Landeskonservatorium 
in Klagenfurt, where he is also active as a pianist and 
conductor. 


VIENNA CHAMBER ORCHESTRA PLAYED IN SOUTHERN 
EUROPE. ‘The Chamber Orchestra of the Vienna Kon- 
zerthausgesellschaft is now giving a number of concerts, 
which will continue through December, in Italy, Southern 
France, Spain and Portugal. The tour got under way with 
two concerts in Bari (November 9 and 10). These were 
followed by concerts in Grenoble (Nov. 11), Toulon (Nov. 
14). Between November 17 and December 15, the group 
will perform in San Sebastian, Bilbao, Santander, in the 
Spanish Province of Galicia, Lisbon, Porto, Valladolid, 
Salamanca, Madrid, Saragossa and Barcelona. The orchestra 
is due to play at Nice on Dec. 12 and in Cannes on Dec. 
17. It will conclude its tour with a concert in Bolzano, 
Italy. The soloists participating in the orchestra’s tour 
are the violinist Elfriede Bachner and the young pianist 
Alfred Kremela who won a prize in the Busoni Competition 
recently held in Bolzano. On the program for the tour are 
violin concertos by Haydn and Mozart, piano concertos 
by Mozart and Bach, two symphonies by Haydn and one 
by Mozart, the ‘‘Malinconia’’ by the contemporary Aus- 
trian composer Theodor Berger, the ‘‘Divertimento’’ by 
Bela Bartok and a composition by Dimitri Shostakovitch. 


AMERICAN ART EXHIBITION IN VIENNA. An ex- 
hibition of 130 American paintings, including Gilbert 
Stuart’s famous portrait of President Washington, was 
recently displayed at the Vienna Academy of Fine 
Arts which was open to the public from November 9 
to 18. The works of art exhibited covered the period from 
1720 to the present day and included oil and tempera 


paintings, water colors and prints. These were made 
available on loan by 15 private collections, art galleries 
and other institutions. Some of the objects belong to the 
Library of Congress in Washington and the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in New York. 


DROP IN AUSTRIAN MOVIE ATTENDANCE WORRIES 
PRODUCERS. Since 1948 Austria’s motion picture pro- 
ducers have been following with increasing concern the 
constant decrease in movie attendance on the part of Aus- 
trian film-goers. Attendance figures have dropped some 
10% every year. In June 1949 total attendance was still 
8,400,000 throughout the country; by 1950 this box-office 
figure had dropped to 6,400,000 and in 1951 it was as low 
as 5,700,000. The corresponding figures for the month 
of July were as follows: 7,700,000 in 1949; 6,500,000 in 
1950; and 5,900,000 in 1951. The decline in cinema at- 
tendance during the summer months is clearly reflected 
by these figures. To counteract this trend, Austrian film 
producers are planning a nation-wide publicity campaign 
which will be aimed particularly at segments of the popula- 
tion which are now on the fringe of the motion picture 
audience. Special stress will be placed on grade A pic- 
tures. Another problem to be overcome is the excessive 
concentration of movie houses in proportion to population 
figures. Today, there are 1038 motion picture houses in 
Austria, 219 of them in Vienna. This represents a ratio 
of 6665 people per motion picture theater. 


AUSTRIAN TOURIST AGENCY OPENS NEW OFFICES 
ABROAD. The Republic of Austria recently opened two 
new tourist agencies abroad, one opposite the Royal 
square in Amsterdam and the other on one of Milan’s 
most lively thoroughfares, in order to promote travel to 
Austria. It is hoped that the number of tourists from Italy 
and the Netherlands, which was 200% higher this year 
than in 1950, will thus increase still further. 


AUSTRIAN CAMPING CLUB MEETS IN GENERAL AS- 
SEMBLY. ‘Toward the end of November, the ‘Austrian 
Camping Club’’ met in constitutive general assembly to 
adopt its organizational statutes and map out a program of 
national activities. The Club has its seat in Vienna but 
its activities encompass the entire country. It is expected 
to join the Federation Internationale des Clubs de Camp- 
ing (FICC). Its primary aim is to arrange for organized 
camping sites in accord with the authorities or private 
individuals involved. Plans are also being formulated for 
a so-called international camping certificate, which would 
entitle the holders to reduced rates at all camping sites 
in Austria and abroad. 


100,000 SEE AUSTRIA TIE ENGLAND AT SOCCER. 
Austria’s National Soccer Team played England’s top 
eleven to a 2-2 draw before 100,000 fans at Wembley 
Stadium in London on November 28, in a game which was 
hailed as the soccer ‘‘match of the year.’’ 


— 
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AUSTRIA’S PRICE ROLLBACKS 


‘Determined efforts during the past weeks to lower 
prices in Austria were entirely based on private initiative’? 
said Mr. Julius Raab, President of the Austrian Federal 
Chamber of Commerce, at a recent meeting of that organi- 
zation in which he outlined Austria’s present economic 
situation, as well as steps to be taken to improve it 
further. 

“During the first years after the war, Austria has 


lost much ground and time through too much economic 


regulating and price fixing,’? President Raab stated. 


“We should not use what is probably a temporary develop- 
ment as a pretext for falling back into antiquated forms 
of economic life; | should first of all like to state that 
we wish to preserve the principle of voluntary action, 
because experience has shown that compulsion can never 
lead to success.”’ 


The President of the Austrian Federal Chamber of 
Commerce recalled in this connection the extensive 
measures taken by Austrian industry and commerce during 
the past weeks to reduce prices (see page ...), and reiter- 
ated that the initiative for this price rollback was pri- 
marily due to voluntary action on the part of Austrian 
industry. He emphasized that the rollback measures went 
beyond those suggested to the Government by Austria’s 
unions. 

The Federation of Austrian Trade Unions issued a 
proclamation which stated ‘‘that the price rollbacks 
taken thus far represent a turning point which should not 
be underestimated,’’ The unions pointed out that a suffi- 
cient extent of price rollbacks would be of decisive 
importance for the development of the Austrian economy. 
“Much, therefore, depends upon further progress in this 
connection as well as upon avoiding disturbances in Aus- 
trian industry,”’ the union proclamation concluded with an 
appeal to the country’s workers and employees not to 
upset these developments by demands for further wage 
and salary increases at this time. 

The initiative for the comprehensive price rollback 
policy in Austria came from industry. Its sole purpose 
was to stop the threatening wage-price inflationary spiral. 
Outlining the vital necessity for this self-help action, a 
leading Viennese newspaper pointed out: 

“‘The price problem is evidently becoming more and 
more a question of Austria’s survival, Depending upon 
its solution are the future development of Austrian exports, 


AUSTRIA PREPARES FOR CHICAGO FAIR. The Aus- 

trian Institute for the Promotion of Industry and Commerce 
(Wirtschaftsfoerderun gsinstitut), a branch of the Austrian 
Federal Chamber of Commerce, has informed the office 
of the Austrian Trade Delegate of the first Austrian appli- 
cations for participation in the forthcoming 1952 Chicago 
International Trade Fair. The list of Austrian firms which 
have thus far indicated their willingness to exhibit at 
Chicago represents the following merchandise: smokers’ 
articles and accessories, ornaments for Christmas trees, 
maps, children’s apparel, blouses, silver-ware, skis, 
toilet articles, textile fabrics, leather goods, knitted 
goods, musical toys, cutlery, oil paintings, church and 
other organs, chinaware, ceramics, carpets and rugs, and 
wines. — The Austrian exhibit in Chicago will cover an 
area of at least 4000 square feet, which have already 
been reserved. American representatives of Austrian firms 
who wish to display within the Austrian group exhibit 
in Chicago Austrian merchandise which is already in the 
United States should urgently communicate with their 
Austrian principals in order to have space allocated for 
them by the Vienna Wirtschaftsfoerderungsinstitut. 


IMPORTS FROM AUSTRIA. Imports from Austria during 
the month of September reached a total of $2,305,532. 
This figure indicates thet Austrian imports into the 
United States during the first nine months of 1951 had al- 
ready surpassed the total imports for all of 1950 by almost 
3% million dollars. It can be expected that the total 
volume of imports from Austria during this year will reach 
$25,000,000, which represents an increase of almost 60 
per cent as compared to the total import figure for 1950. 
The leading import items during the month of September 
were: pig iron appr. $593,000; rhinestones $571,000, 
staple fibre $369,000; wool manufactures (mainly knitted 
outerwear; hosiery) $246.999; magnesite dead-burned 
$133.000; aluminum plates, sheets and bars $50,000; furs 
(mainly goat, kit and hare furs, undressed) $42,000; glass 
and glass products (mainly blown glass) $33.000; smokers’ 
articles $31.000; and cotton manufactures (mainly handker- 
chiefs, laces, embroidered fabrics) $28.000. Other import 
items of interest were: leather products, ‘ chocolate, 
candies, jute burlaps, wool yarns, embroidered silkapparel 
woven silk fabrics, wood furniture, papeteries, china, 





Austria’s currency and the standard of living of Austria’s 
population. Today, no one in Austria doubts that the 
wage-price spiral must be stopped if our country is to 
kept from drifting into unrestricted inflation. It is to the 
great merit of Austria’s industry to have been, in this 
critical situation, the first group to take the initiative by 
proclaiming a price stop. This measure found a vivid 
response in Austria’s entire economy, and beyond that 
in all segments of Austria’s population. Prices had al- 
ready gone too far, however, to remove the threat of new 
wage demands by a price freeze alone. This first step, 
logically, thus had to be followed by the second step: 
price reductions.”’ 
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ceramics, steel bars, nails, wood screws, umbrella ribs, 
ball bearings, motorcycles, toilet soap, motion picture 
films, books, stamps and paintings. 


AUSTRIAN ENGRAVING DECALCOMANIAS. A method 
to produce decalcomanias from copper-plate engravings 
was developed by an Austrian lithographic printer, ac- 
cording to one of Austria’s leading trade papers. The 
invention includes the development of an oil-ink, which 
will permit the reproduction of multi-colored decalcomanias 
by way of photo-mechanical means. The new procedure, 
which is patented in Austria, also permits direct oil-ink 
copper-plate engraving on wood, leather or plastics. One 
of the advantages of the new process, for example, is 
that leather may be polished after it is printed. (1135) 








AUSTRIAN GLASS ENGRAVING 
by Herbert Kern, Radfeld, Post Rattenberg, Tyrol. 





CONSIDERABLE EXPORTS OF AUSTRIAN PELTS AND 
FURS are going to the United States, mostly marten, rabbit, 
lamb and sheep skins are mostly exported to Western 
Germany and Norway. With Sweden, negotiations are pend- 


ing. Austria’s fur industry is famous, particularly for its 
improvements in the treatment of lamb skins. 


RULES FOR CAR OWNERS. American citizens who wish 
to spend several months in Austria, may take their car 

with them and drive it in Austria, if the following rules 

are observed: After obtaining the customray international 

driver’s papers and license in the United States, the travel- 
er may enter Austria with his car, but upon arrival must 

address himself to the Vienna Customs House (Hauptzoll- 

amt Wien, Vordere Zollamtsstrasse 5, Vienna 3) and apply 

for a permit under paragraphs 39 and 40 (4) of the Austrian 

customs rules. The application should include the follow- 

ing indications: (1) permanent residence outside of Aus- 
tria; (2) number and other data of passport; (3) where stay- 
ing in Austria, and data of ‘‘Meldezettel’’; (4) name of pur- 
chaser of the car; (5) copy or photostat of invoice proving 
car purchase; (6) location of the car; (7) with what paper 
did the car enter Austria, carnet or triptique?Upon approval 
of this application by the Austrian authorities, the car 
owner will be asked to deposit in bond the customs duty 

as well as the so-called ‘‘adjustment’’ tax (Ausgleichs- 

steuer), both of which will be refunded at the time of the 

car’s departure from Austria. This regulation does not 
apply to visitors who stay in Austria for a short time only, 

but to those who, for business or other important reasons, 

intend to prolong their sojourn in Austria beyond a mere 

vacation visit. Austrian customs duties on automobiles 

are based on the weight of the car; for example, a car 
weighing approximately 1,500 kilos is assessed at 1,040 

Austrian Schillings per 100 kilos, and an additional 

**Stueckzoll’’ duty of 3,000 Austrian Schillings. In the 

case of a car weighing 1,500 kilos this would amount to 

22,500 Austrian Schillings, to which the so-called ‘‘ ad- 

justment’’ tax of 5 per cent (based upon value plus all 

incidentals such as freight, insurance and customs) must 

must be added. 


NEW AUSTRIAN CLOTHES PIN. An Austrian inventor 
has applied for a patent for a new kind of clothes pin. 
The novelty is that the weight of the clothes safely holds 
the clothes pin on the clothes line, while the clothes pin 
can still be taken off or adjusted with ease. The new Aus- 
trian clothes pin contains a spring which operates a 
safety catch, and the inventor claims that even a hurri- 
can cannot blow the clothes pin off the clothes line. 
Another desirable feature of the new invention is that, 
whiie the clothes pin can easily be adjusted on the clothes 
line, the pin cannot move on the clothes line by itself. 

The new article, according to the inventor, can be manu- 
factured of wdod, plastic or any light metal. 


MORE THAN 30 AUSTRIAN PRICE ROLLBACKS. Dur- 
ing the past five weeks, Austria’s economy, as a measure 
of self-help, has rolled back prices on many articles, in- 
cluding among others: bread and baked goods, coffee, 
soap, beer, plastic articles, furniture, electric bulbs, 
machine belts, construction material, aluminum and 
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enameled utensils, iron stoves and ranges, gas appli- 


ances, leather shoes and slippers, textile goods, radio 
sets, electric household appliances, carpets and rugs, 


comforters, mattresses, rubber goods, furs and pelts, in- 
sulated wires and electro-plate, paper products, books, 
brushes and brooms, leather and shoe fat, etc., luggage 
and leather goods, plastic household goods, industrial 
cartonages,household lamps, and wood. 


PLAN TO VISIT 
THE AUSTRIAN EXHIBIT 


INTERNATIONAL TRADE FAIR 
Chicago, March 22 - April 6, 1952 


RHINE-MAIN-DANUBE CANAL IN FINAL PLANNING 
STAGE. The recent completion in Western Germany of 
detailed plans for the building and financing of a canal 
which would link the Rhine, Main and Danube rivers, and 
thus create a direct link between Austria and the North 
Sea was greeted with considerable interest in Austria. 
Experts have pointed out that such an inland water system 
would create closer contact between South-Eastern and 
Central Europe and thereby help overcome the partition of 
Europe in the realm of foreign trade. Located on the direct 
water-way from Rotterdam to the Black Sea, Vienna might 
regain some of its former importance as the trade center 
of the Danube region. Even under the present, most un- 
satisfactory conditions, river traffic on the Danube is on 
the increase. Before the second World War Austria’s total 
annual volume of cargo on the Danube amounted to some 
3,500,000 metric tons, 1,300,000 of which represented 
exports and imports and the rest transit traffic. Whereas in 
1947 the total tonnage trans-shipped at the Linz river 
port was on the order of 76,000 metric tons only, it rose 
to 800,000 tons in 1949 and to 1,370,000 tons in 1950. 
The volume for 1951 is expected to be even higher; 
Yugoslavia alone intends to unload between 2,800,000 
and 3,500,000 cub. ft. of lumber at Linz during 1951. 
The activity of the Vienna river port is also expected to 
increase during the coming years. 


FIRST SECTION OF DACHSTEIN CABLEWAY OPENED 
TO TRAFFIC. On October 21 the first section of the 
Dachstein cable-line, connecting Obertraun on the Hall- 
staettersee and the Dachstein grotto on the Schoenberg 
Alp, was formally opened to the public. This section of 
the line, approximately 4,500 feet in length, is supported 
by a single steel post and the gondola cars travel mostly 
at a height of about 1,200 feet above the ground. The 
line has an hourly capacity of 350 passengers. The 
Dachstein cableway is considered one of the safest and 
most daring construction jobs of its kind in Europe. 


News from Austrian Industry 


A NEW TRANSPARENT CELLULOSE FILM for packing 
and other purposes will soon be on the market in Austria. 
The new product, ‘‘Austrophan’’, will first be available 
in Austria for domestic purposes, but it is expected that 
relatively large quantities will soon also be available for 
export. No date has as yet been set by the manufacturer 
as to when export. orders will be accepted. 


PERU AND INDONESIA are among the countries which 
have found Austrian motors best suited for their special 
purposes. After exhaustive tests, owners of rubber planta- 
tions decided to buy a considerable number of Austrian 
motors; negotiations with other prospective foreign buyers 
are still pending. 


ALUMINUM ROOFING is being manufactured by the Alumi- 
num Works in Ranshofen (Upper Austria). The aluminum 
roofing consists of ribbons each 500 mm. in width. Hollow 
ribs within the aluminum roofing serve as stabilizers. The 
product, which is commercially marketed under the name 
of ‘‘Fural’’ roofing, was formerly manufactured in Switzer- 
land from Austrian materials, but is now being manufactur- 
edin Austria proper. 


AUSTRIAN BINOCULARS AND LENSES for eyeglasses 
have, for the first time, been ordered by the Italian optical 
industry. Considerable interest is being shown in other 
countries for the recent remarkable developments of the 
Austrian optical glass industry. 


THE AUSTRIAN NITROGEN WORKS at Linz exported 
271,000 metric tons of calcium ammonium nitrate to 20 for- 
eign countries, including the United States, inthe 1950-51 

fiscal year, the Austrian Central Statistical Bureau reports 
in a recent release. The United States first imported this 
material from Austria in the second half of 1950, when pur- 


chases amounted to 7,600 tons; imports rose to 53,900 tons 
in the 1950-1951 fiscal year and to 46,300 tons in the first 


half of 1951. Other leading buyers were Egypt and Spain, 
The plant is working at peak capacity and the surplus 
which will be available for export in 1951-1952 is estimat- 
ed at 350,000 tons. 





READERS ARE INVITED TO REPRINT OR QUOTE ANY 
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‘‘PARALELLOS”’ IS THE NAME of a new product manu- 
factured by Austria’s famous knitwear industry; it is a one- 
piece knitted pullover which was enthusiastically accepted 
this year in Austrian wintersports resorts. Thus far, orders 
for the ‘‘Paralellos’’ pullover have been received from 
Scandinavia, Western Germany, and other European and 
overseas countries. A delegation of American knitwear ex- 
perts, which recently visited Vienna, expressed satisfac- 
tion with the undaunted efforts of the Austrian knitwear 
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industry to maintain not only its high standards of quality, 
but also its world-famous variety of designs. Among the 
latter are ‘‘wool laces’’ and many interesting new collar 
designs. Among the overseas countries, which have placed 
orders with Austria’s knitwear industries, were Australia, 
New Zealand and the United States. 

TRADE LEADS. An Austrian Firm: 


1134'- offers a new system of electric lightmeters for 
photo-cameras, which also measures color shades 
for colored photos; 

1136 - offers electric measuring instruments; 

1137 - offerselectrical relays; 

1138 - offers electrical condensers; 

1139 - offers electrical resistors; 

1140 - offers famous Austrian automatic bicycle gear, pre- 
preferably for licensing in this country; 

1141 - offers Austrian liqueurs and alcoholic bev erages; 

1142 - offers a wide variety of parts for textile looms and 
textile machinery; 

1148 - offers ceramic novelties; 

1144 - offers food flavors and essential oils for the soap 
and perfume industry; seeks established représen- 
tation in the United States; 

1145 - offers textile looms; 

1146 - offers optical raw glass for sun glasses and eye- 
glasses; a 

1147 - offers Austrian prefabricated wood houses; repre-_ 
sentative available in the United States; 


1148 - offers glass buttons, glass eyes for dolls, and oth- 
er glass articles; 

1149 - offers 16-mm. sound movie cameras, 750-watt bulb, 
air-cooled; 

1150 - offers manufacturing facilities in Austria for Amer- 
ican importer of Japanese silk yarns; wishes to 
manufacture silk yard goods for re-export to the 
United States; 

1151 - offers Austrian sweaters already selling in the 
U.S., demands services of U.S. distributors with 
showrooms; 

5024 - seeks offers from American manufacturers of mixed 
(cattle) feeds; address offers to the Austrian Trade 
Delegate’s Office; 

5025 - seeks urgent offer for machines for the manufacture 
of Roskopf watch cases; 

5026 - seeks representation in Austria for tractors, cater- 
pillar vehicles, and construction machinery; 

5027 - seeks representation in Austria for pharmaceuticals 
and antibiotics which are not yet represented. 


While every reasonable precaution is taken to include 
only firms of good repute in this listing, the usual trade 
inquiries should be made before establishing business con- 
nections. Names and addresses of the above listed inguiries 
will be communicated upon request by 


THE AUSTRIAN TRADE DELEGATE, 25 BROAD STREET, 
NEW YORK4, N.Y., TELEPHONE: BOWLING GREEN"9-0056 
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